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The Major Arcanas 
 
The Fool  
Card O 
 
This card represents new beginnings for the questioner.  It shows optimism, 
gullibility and excitement.  The card shows simplicity, lack of experience, and 
the start of adventure into unfamiliar territory.  If the fool develops a sense of 
discrimination and foresight, he will be the victor rather than the victim.  The 
card warns of reckless abandon and fickle, quick decisions that can lead to 
danger.  The Fool seeks truth above all else.  He will gain in experience as he 
journeys through to his destination, and it will be a fun time.  But if the Fool 
does not use what he learns, he will fall prey to his own lack of discipline and 
ignorance.  It is a chance to start again, will represent new jobs, new 
relationships, new challenges and even a new life.  It will be a time of growing 
when the person should reach out for new wisdom and learn and prepare for 
what is before him.  He must learn to be independent in his thinking and must 
develop strength against what other may have to say against him.  Old things 
die and are replaced by new and approved: the transformation could be the 
only time of chaos.  This is the beginning of a new cycle, let the new karma in 
and learn with an innocent and pure heart beneath the power of the mighty. 
Through this you too can learn to be strong and mighty. 
Search the soul and you will find your own strength and it’s source. 
 
 
The Magician  
Card I 
 
This is the real beginning and it is always important.  This card shows eternal 
energy, power and will.  The drive and talent to succeed (especially in 
business ventures).  It is a time for action and determination to win.  Be 
independent (even can suggest self-employment).  New opportunities for 
intellectual growth, the card shows signs of a good teacher to be found.  A 
bold step might have to be taken, but this card shows promise of great reward 
for use of talent, ingenuity, craft, imagination, originality etc.  The person has 
been awarded the power of choice, if they use it, they are certain to succeed.  
Confidence will win through.  It is the manifestation of our dreams into reality.  
A time not to be wasted.  Stand with the power given you and be appreciative 
and humble.  Do not use power for the wrong reasons, after all, as they say, 
IF YOU ABUSE IT, YOU’LL LOOSE IT, AND LIKEWISE IF YOU DON’T USE 
IT, YOU’LL LOOSE IT. 
On an emotional level (especially in relationships) this card can indicate the 
ability to hide one’s emotions.  The person can be trying to hide his/her 
feelings to others and to himself. 
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The High Priestess  
Card II 
 
The most prominent meaning for this card is a sign given to the person to trust 
their intuition, and to follow the advice of the ancient books of wisdom.  It can 
indicate that the person has psychic abilities that need to be realised and 
trained.  It is a spirituality and represents hidden truths that can be found by 
means of esoteric ways.  The card shows strength in silence and prudence.  It 
is a card of higher learning and can show that the person should take an 
important course to expand their knowledge, whether it be a degree or a small 
course in typing etc.  Hidden influences, inspiration and creativity.  It is a 
talent-revealing card.  The only negative meaning I have found this card to 
show is in a sexual connotation.  The card shows a problem in understanding 
the yin/yang principle of sensuality.  It can for a man show homosexuality and 
for a woman it can show prudence and frigidness. 
 
 
The Empress  
Card III 
 
This is the female concentration of the cards.  It represents the Mother, the 
sister, the stepmother etc.  It is mother earth, growth, fertility and productivity.  
It shows on a business level success and reward for labours.  On a health 
level, it shows fertility and pregnancy.  On an emotional level, it shows 
maternal love and marriage.  Harmony, domestic stability, protection and 
subtle power.  There is a slight warning to allow others freedom and not to be 
smothering.  Action, initiative, feminine progress, attainment, ability to 
motivate others, practical intuition, truth and light. 
 
 
The Emperor  
Card IV 
 
Similar to the Empress, but in masculine.  This card is the male concentration 
of the cards.  Representing the father, uncle, stepfather etc.  It is a forceful 
card and is quite complimentary to the empress.  This is a card showing 
success and fertility in the business and financial world.  It is the card of 
authority and leadership.  Of intelligence and practical dogma, stability and 
achievement.  The card can represent a skilled businessman, the 
government, a powerful husband or father.  You cannot ignore this man.  He 
is a good manager and reliable partner.  The situation it can show is one of 
financial security and well-being.  The reaching of goals through the use of the 
INTELLECT AND REASONING POWER, rather than the use of emotional 
and intuitive powers. 
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The Hierophant  
Card V 
 
This card is kindness, conformity and tradition.  It represents the traditions of 
society and the dogma of many religions.   
When this card is pulled in the context of romance, it is a strong indicator of 
marriage, this union will take place in the traditional manner according to the 
norm of society and the religions of the parties.   
In the spiritual context this card shows the needs to look at traditions and 
conformities in religion and society.  It represents the government, the bank 
and any very well-established organisation.  It is a positive card and will help 
reading in a positive manner.  Ritualism, mercy, inspiration, reserve, inactivity.  
This card does rule logic and reasoning in the spirit world. 
 
 
The Lovers 
Card VI 
 
A relationship or love affair the questioner has, is going through a trial testing 
period.  There are choices and decisions to make.  The outcome is generally 
positive if the right choices are made with the right intentions.  If this card 
comes up in the context of romance, it shows passion, love and the sight of a 
serious relationship.  In any other context, i.e. business, travel etc. it shows 
the choice between the lesser of evils.  A difficult decision because either way 
something is wrong or someone is hurt.  It can show the choice between 
profane and sacred love.  The outcome of the choice is vitally important as it 
will affect every aspect of the persons life.  It is not a simple situation but a 
complex and difficult one.  The person must remember that they cannot be 
responsible for the feelings of others.  It might help to leave the decision to a 
later stage when things are clearer.  Beware of outside influences, make your 
own decisions. 
 
 
The Chariot 
Card VII 
 
This is not a peaceful card, it shows tension and turbulence.  A time when life 
is a buzz of rushing around pointlessly, with very little time to relax and think 
about future plans.  The good thing is that even with the confusion and stress, 
the person is still in control, and if they are prepared to hang tough, they will 
be the victor in the end.  It is a hopeful future card.  It can be an indication of 
literal travel and represents transport mediums, usually motor vehicles and 
bikes.  There is no need to pay attention to details and a need to control ones 
emotions.  Ride the tide, but don’t become ruthless or overdemanding.  It is 
time for hard work and one must fight for ones goals. 
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Strength 
Card VIII 
 
This card shows the realisation of ones goals in life when finally the person 
can truly say what it is that they want.  It is vitality and inner strength, it is 
excellent health, both spiritually and physically.  It shows the achieving of self-
awareness where the conscience becomes the guide and where good will 
triumph over bad.  It is a card of self-discipline and initiative with plenty of 
courage added to help.  This is a card of mastery and triumph.  It promises 
success and victory over all obstacles, just make sure that your energies are 
in the right direction.  The power of healing through positive attitudes is shown 
by this card, with faith, mountains will move.  If a cure is impossible, the 
person will find a way to cope, and will become a stronger person for the 
experience.  It always shows that a person will cope through any of the types 
of situations that may come up.  It is a very fortunate card indeed. 
 
 
The Hermit 
Card IX 
 
A time of loneliness for the questioner, but it is essential because a time of 
solitude is needed.  This time is required for thinking and soul searching.  The 
person may need to re-arrange their thoughts and to re-evaluate their 
priorities in life.  A time alone will give them the time and space to do this, 
even though they might not see it this way.  The person will benefit greatly 
from taking advice from the wise and helpful.  If the person is inclined to such, 
they should spend time meditating and praying.  There is a need for caution, 
prudence and patience.  The card on a spiritual level can indicate the power of 
the esoteric sciences and the wisdom of ancient knowledge.  The person 
should try to uncover the powers he has within himself and should lend the 
assistance of these wells of knowledge. 
 
 
The Wheel of Fortune 
Card X 
 
The card shows the ever changing wheel of life, the changes are normally 
difficult, simply because people find it difficult to adapt to the new 
circumstances that life seems to bring.  Once the person realises that they are 
the masters of their own destiny, they will find it easier to cope with this card’s 
packages.  It is a card of endings and beginnings, of blessings and 
misfortunes, depending on the cards around it.  Usually it is a positive card to 
see, and can show strokes of luck and winnings from speculation.  The 
ultimate achievement of this card is not to be at the mercy of the whims of 
fate, but rather to be aware enough to control fate.  “As you sow, so shall you 
reap”.  The card shows rewards. 
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Justice 
Card XI 
 
On an obvious level the card shows that justice will be done.  The guilty will be 
punished, and the just will be rewarded.  The person is trying to find an 
equilibrium in their life and is battling.  There is a need for balance of mind and 
heart, for honesty and for loyalty.  Agreements through discussion and 
through the scales of justice.  Fairness, reason, harmony and virtue.  The 
eventual outcome whether negative or positive, will be fair for all involved.  It 
can indicate court cases and problems legally that need to be sorted out.  The 
head must rule the heart, and the person must also learn to rule their 
emotions.  They must think rationally and without bias. 
 
 
The Hanged Man 
Card XII 
 
This card indicates a stalemate, a stagnant position where nothing seems to 
be going quite right or wrong in a persons life.  In a passive sense, the card 
can show apathy and boredom.  According to Normanic folk tale and legend, 
this card represents the need for sacrifices, where one might give up 
something for something precious or dear for something far greater.  If a 
sacrifice has to be made, it must be made for the sake of the person’s spiritual 
well-being and transformation.  It can be the sacrifice of the material for the 
development of the spiritual.  It is a card of improvement through adjustment 
and change, that at first glance may seem to be detrimental, but which is in 
fact of great benefit for the person’s inner well-being. 
 
 
Death 
Card XIII 
 
The card is one of the pain of transformation.  It represents the death of a way 
of life or of something familiar.  Rarely does it indicate physical death, but 
rather it is the death of circumstances.  It is the painful end of a cycle, great 
changes for all, not only one person, but not unlike physical death, the hardest 
part is letting go of the past.  If the person learns to let go and to use the 
changes to his advantage, this “death” can be of great benefit to the person.  
The endings may not be easy, but are vital.  Can show the end of an 
important relationship.  If the reading is dealing with a marriage this card 
indicates a necessary, but sad end.  If the reading is dealing with a job, it will 
indicate the end of a job in order that the person will find a new and better 
one.  It is the clearing away of the old in favour of the new.  The stripping 
away of outgrown feelings and ideas.  Could be the end of single or married 
life, but there are always promises of new beginnings.  Inevitably you cannot 
stop death, only prolong the agony of dying. 
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Temperance 
Card XIV 
 
The person needs to put the various activities in his life in their proper 
proportions.  It tells the person to do things in moderation.  The card shows 
patience and the achievement of plans on a steady gradient scale.  It is a card 
of cooperation and of mutual understanding, of compromise and of the 
successful blend of opposites.  It is a card of comfort and of deep peace and 
stability from within.  Put your feet up and relax, you have done enough.  It is 
a good omen.  A card of fusion and compatibility, of successful combinations 
and mixtures.  With subtle patience, man can have what he wills. 
 
‘ 
The Devil 
Card XV 
 
The person is trapped and tied down by a terribly unhappy situation.  It is a 
card showing bondage where the urge to break away is suffocated by the fear 
and superficial loyalties of the person.  It may be that the person feels 
compelled to certain responsibilities e.g. financial, family commitment etc.  For 
a release, radical changes are needed, especially in the form of a change of 
attitude.  The card shows that the energies within are in a state of chaos and 
wild hostility.  The card on a different level shows sex and the enslavement of 
the sexual energies, the reason I say “enslavement” is because the card has 
little room for the love that should be found in sex.  The card therefore can 
show problems in a relationship because of sex, whether it be that sex is too 
important to the relationship, or that the attitudes towards sex is vastly 
different to each of the parties.  Blockage of repressed feelings and fears 
which once removed can help the person greatly.  All that is usually required 
for the person to get out of the entrapment is confidence and some decision 
making. 
 
 
The Tower 
Card XVI 
 
Sudden shocking changes and events that destroy and tear down that which 
might have taken years to be built.  Essentially this card is a blessing in 
disguise.  Even though it may bring an incredible amount of heartache and 
trauma into ones life, it is later that the person will be grateful for the 
destruction.  It is the release from the darkness of inhibition and ignorance.  
Shattered security, big and important losses.  Shattered illusions.  “The truth 
often hurts”.  The person is left with a clear understanding of circumstances.  
The destructing of old beliefs and ideas.  Abandoning of past relationships, 
severing of a friendship, bankruptcy, robberies, natural disasters and 
accidents.  An experience essentially to teach the questioner, to break down 
the persons solid and false idea about life, and in this sense it is very 
necessary.  The image is of divine lightning and insight that shatters the 
towers of our understanding. 
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The Star 
Card XVII 
 
This is a personal favourite of mine.  The card is the symbol of heavenly love.  
Of inspiration, beauty, peace, optimism, joy and of wishes come true.  It is 
balance of work and desire of love and expression.  There is nothing to hide 
or to fear.  This is a card of hope and faith.  It shows a good astrological 
influence.  Satisfaction and pleasure.  A sense of purpose and renewal of life’s 
forces and energy.  Love and sex combined the ability to soar to higher levels 
of consciousness; the inner light that guides us home.  Expanding horizons, 
the arts and the occults.  White magic, the card of talents and divine gifts. 
 
 
The Moon 
Card XVIII 
 
Nothing seems to be going quite right in the person’s life, not work, romance, 
money or play.  Specifically romance is in trouble.  This is the card of illusion 
and deception.  The person must try to think rationally, their feelings are 
misguided and are not based on a sound knowledge of the true 
circumstances.  Highly charged emotions are at play, and the person is losing 
their sense of identity in the struggle to stay above the waters of the 
subconscious mind.  The person’s deepest fears and hurts will surface easily 
in an unconscious attempt to deal with them (they may be directly from past 
life experiences).  Everyone is muddled, so let things float for a while, don’t 
make drastic changes and decisions.  A phase of fluctuation and change.  
Solutions to the problems may be found through searching the deeper mind in 
dreams and meditations.  The card can show lies that the person is unaware 
of. 
 
 
The Sun 
Card XIX 
 
The same life energy the sun itself emits will be found in all aspects of the 
persons life.  The card is of pleasure and play, simple things in life give 
happiness.  The card represents children and innocence.  Confidence, 
success and celebrations.  Vitality, reward and a good social time.  Unselfish 
love, fun and frolic.  Youthful nature.  Contentment and devotion, pleasure in 
daily existence, warmth and sincerity.  High spirit.  Achievement in the arts. 
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Judgement 
Card XX 
 
A phase coming to an end in the questioner’s life.  The person will have the 
opportunity to reflect on all his / her past activities without regret, but rather 
with a sense of accomplishment.  Feeling of duty complete, reward and 
retirement.  Promotions and level changes both in a material / physical and 
spiritual sense.  Rejuvenation and rebirth.  Revival and the awakening 
consciousness.  The desire for immortality.  Beginnings after endings.  If legal 
context, can show favourable outcome:  the payment of old debts (karmic or 
financial).  A time for rejoicing. 
 
 
The World 
Card XXI 
 
The level of manifestation where all things come to pass.  Completion and 
limitation.  The point of contact between this world and the next.  The apex 
that leads to the base of the next pyramid.  Success, oneness within self and 
with nature.  Good fortune and the admiration of others.  The world is open to 
you, widening horizons.  The turning point in one’s life.  Synthesis and the 
final goal to which all else has led. 
 
 
Major Arcana Layout: 
 

 
 
 
1: The Outcome; 2: The Questioner; 3: The Conscious Mind; 4: Partner 
5: Near Future; 6: Advice; 7: Next 2 months outcome;  
8: Next 3 months outcome; 9: 6 months influence; 10: Destiny / Fate;  
11: Gives clear picture of deck 
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The Minor Arcana 
 

The Suit of Cups 
 
Ace of Cups: 
The beginning of a loving relationship.  Purest emotional energy. Great 
abundance, beauty and pleasure.  Joy from loving and creative 
productiveness.  At best, it can be the romance of a lifetime.  If in a lesser 
state, can be very strong friendship.  Gifts, and sometimes birth (check the 
empress).  The person feels good about life and looks good and healthy. 
 
Two of Cups: 
Partnerships, good friendships that have trust, loyalty, caring and openness.  
Union, engagement, cooperation, passion.  This partnership will be beginning, 
or will be renewed.  It is the reconciliation of opposites, the resolution of 
opposites, the resolution of quarrels.  If the questioner has just met someone 
she/he likes this card as it indicates romantic feelings blossoming.  There is 
always a balance brought about by this card – a feeling of stability and 
excitement because of another important individual. 
 
Three of Cups: 
This card is temporary and will indicate a time when the questioner  can relax 
and enjoy, even if he/she is still in the middle of a stressful period.  
Celebrations, parties and joyful occasions.  Achievements and satisfactory 
conclusions made.  Happy decisions and mutual understanding between all 
involved.  The resolution of a problem.  Healing after illness.  Compromise for 
others.  Groups involved never solitary decision or celebration.  It is important 
to enjoy the moment because there is still a lot more to be done. 
 
Four of Cups: 
Confusion, illusion, being lazy and avoiding important problems or decisions.  
Unhappiness, depression in a stationary period of one’s life.  The person is 
caught between the world of action and thought.  There is a lot going for the 
person but they are too bored or confused and unhappy to see the good.  
They have introverted their emotions and are unable to even recognize the 
wonderful opportunities being offered to them.  There are even blessings 
being handed from above but the person is blinded by self-pity.  He does not 
know exactly what it is that he wants – and must be warned not to think that 
the grass is greener on the other side.  Person must force himself to evaluate 
future and make goals that are obtainable. 
 
Five of Cups: 
Regret over partial loss.  Disappointment over situation.  Person must 
recognize that not all is lost, they must salvage what they can and let go of the 
past.  This card indicates that the person is concentrating on the negative 
instead of looking at the positive side to the situation.  Marriage or friendship 
without true love.  Imperfections and flaws.  Explore the new alternatives in 
the loss.  Miserable card. 
 



Tarot Cards by Marietta Theunissen 

COPYRIGHT © 2007 BY MARIETTA THEUNISSEN 
Page 10 of 25 

 
 
Six of Cups: 
Something or someone will return from the past, could be old friend or lover.  
If not a meeting from the past, this card indicates that the person is dwelling in 
nostalgia and memories “good old days”– this can be dangerous.  Warn 
person not to live in past.  There might be a need to go back to roots and 
origins to help person in present time.  Past life influences – karma and 
memories of past lives.  Past efforts will bring future rewards.  This card is 
also associated with children, but more likely to be grandchildren. 
 
Seven of Cups: 
This is the card of fantasy and dreams.  The persons will soon have to make 
choices and decisions and must start putting things into the real world.  
Confusion – too many to choose from, too many roads and some with dead 
ends.  One cup has to be chosen to work with otherwise it will all remain in the 
air.  Make absolutely sure that what you think is real is real, eg romance, 
promotion, friendships etc, because this card can indicate foolish dreams.  
Creative inspiration and imagination for those who are artistic. 
 
Eight of Cups: 
Ending because of decision to abandon and leave behind.  What was there 
was not satisfying and was not right, it is therefore abandoned in the search 
for something better.  No more effort is made even though previously the 
person put a lot of effort into the venture, eg. the person abandons a 
relationship that is no longer “right” for him – it may be difficult but is not done 
out of spite.  It can also mean changing ones mind or giving up on plans. 
 
Nine of Cups: 
Achievement and feelings of pride and satisfaction.  Feeling smug (warning: 
don’t overindulge, don’t become big-headed).  Abundance and jolly feeling.  
Financial well-being, good health and victory.  Security emotionally and 
materially.  Good sex and feeling sensual.  This is the “wish card” of the minor 
arcana and signifies the fulfillment of a desire of paramount importance. 
 
Ten of Cups: 
Happiness, tranquility, joy and pleasure.  This is a good family card and 
shows a happy home.  Virtue and a good reputation.  This card contrasts with 
the sensual pleasure of the Nine of Cups as it is much more stable and loving.  
Lots of love is available to give and receive.  This being the 10, inspires the 
person to move on and improve further – in other words to start at one of the 
aces again and move on to a new and improved cycle.  The only difference is 
that the person will not leave or destroy what has been created. 
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Queen of Cups: 
If this card comes up and is different to the lady’s normal court card, it simply 
indicates that she is very emotional at present because of trying problems.  
Unhappiness has made her out of emotional control.  Handle this questioner 
delicately because she is very prone to depression. 
 
At Her Best: 
She is receptive, understanding, modest, compassionate, profound in 
thinking, tranquil, graceful, artistic, imaginative, loving and sensual.  She is 
naturally intuitive and has an abundance of creativity and imagination.  She 
has a natural attunement to the spiritual and occult sciences and can be very 
successful if she learns how to remain professional and unemotionally 
involved.  She is difficult to understand sometimes but is well liked and 
respected for her sensitivity.  A good mother, friend and wife.  It is her own 
negativity that is her only threat. 
 
At Her Worst: 
She is overly sensitive and emotional.  She is weak in resistance to 
overpowering personalities and can be used by others.  She can be insecure, 
self-protective and fearful.  She can be too demanding emotionally and 
manipulative.  Being inclined to suffer from hypochondria, she easily develops 
negative reaction patterns causing relationships to always be unstable 
because of prior negative experiences and she is prone to hysteria.  Once 
dedicated to an ideal she forgets herself and becomes completely satisfied to 
pour out her talents in service of others.  “They need to be needed”. 
 
Knight of Cups 
Event:  A proposal or an offer (usually made to the questioner) with a chance 
for great happiness and widening horizons.  A business or emotional proposal 
according to surrounding cards. 
 
Page of Cups: 
This can be either a child or an event. 
Child:  
This individual is motivated by feeling.  He is both practical and emotional and 
as a result desires to achieve security above all else.  This child I have found 
in experience has great talents that need to be uncovered. (A lady I did a 
reading for has a son who was represented by this card.  This son is a genius 
at a special school for talented children.)  The parents or guardian of the page 
of cups should try to give the child self-confidence and security.  They tend to 
be manipulative. 
 
Event:  
The birth of new feelings, being willing to trust again.  Recovery from a hurt or 
upset.  Could even mean the birth of a child. Also Spiritual and intuitive 
awakening. 
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King of Cups: 
At His Best: 
He is the most sensitive of the male cards.  If he uses his potential, can be a 
psychic, artist, poet, mystic or all of these.  They have a certain wit and charm 
about them which allows others to feel comfortable about them.  They have a 
distinctive dual area of talent with skills in the creative world and the scientific 
world.  He has a fertile imagination, is sensual, entertaining, thoughtful and 
very kind.  He is not vain or egotistical, but is inclined rather to underestimate 
his potential success, which is great.  He is intensely aware of others’ feelings 
and is by heart a people-watcher.  In a commercial world he is a negotiator, 
actor, barrister and sales rep.  Clever, gregarious and witty when happy, they 
are reliable and talented. 
 
At His Worst: 
He is prone to being totally unreliable, is an escapist, and fantasy-prone 
malcontent.  Being afraid of hurting others, makes him avoid confrontations.  
This man has been given great gifts and talents, but unless handled 
(especially in childhood) with firm discipline and plenty of love and emotional 
security, he becomes extremely selfish, aware only of his intense needs and 
desires. 
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The Suit of Rods 
 
There are other names for this suit, namely: wands, staves and scepters. 
 
The Ace of Rods: 
New and exciting beginning usually in career.  An adventure has begun, 
creativity is overflowing and the questioner must put the new energy available 
to its best use.  New foundations, ambition to succeed.  Fortune and 
enterprise in career.  This card can indicate the birth of a child but look for 
other indicators.  Fertility and Inheritance. 
 
Two of Rods: 
Partnership or joint arrangement.  Good property deals.  Solid foundations 
and roots made, very established card but through another person.  Widening 
horizons as a result of plans and goals achieved, good leadership and a 
dominant personality is indicated.  Success will come with strength and 
through realisation of one’s potential in life. 
 
Three of Rods: 
Reaching one step up the ladder in business, well done so far.  Practical 
knowledge is evident and you are rewarded for business acumen.  Great 
challenges lie ahead but you will succeed as you have so far.  Business 
related to international enterprises such as airlines, trade and commerce.  
Negotiations, travel in connection with work.  Occasionally hints at a good 
marriage to come in the future. 
 
Four of Rods: 
Holidays and periods of rest and fun.  This is the harvest-time card when 
people celebrate the harvest (or rewards for great effort). 
 
Five of Rods: 
Arguments, feelings of frustration and aggravation.  Struggle and effort. Petty 
obstacles and quarrels of nothing important.  Short-term difficulties in 
communication.  Nothing is going quite right for the questioner.  Need of 
endurance because this is very short-term; there will be a good outcome in 
the end.  A light at the end of the tunnel.  To speed up the process, be more 
tolerant and communicate in a mature, responsible fashion. 
 
Six of Rods: 
Victory and great attainment after a real battle.  The approval of others and 
admiration from many.  Promotion and rewards coming your way.  
Advancement.  Problems overcome. 
 
Seven of Rods: 
This card means that even though the person is facing great competition and 
many challenges, they have the advantage over others.  They can succeed 
with their own effort.  Can indicate knowledge and skills in dealing with people 
and the relay of information; teaching, sales repping, writing, management 
etc.  Can indicate that a health problem is the challenge. 
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Eight of Rods: 
Change.  Busy ties – activity – do not make hasty decisions, it is unnatural 
and will lead to serious complications.  You need to be up and doing things, 
taking action, but decisions must be considered carefully.   
Change of residence.  Travel through the air.  The end of a period of delay 
and stagnation.  Expansion and growth.  Don’t succumb to a desire to escape 
responsibility. 
 
Nine of Rods: 
A temporary period of security and peace during a “war” – difficult time.  Be on 
your guard and don’t let others influence your attitude.  Person has been 
through a battle and is expecting more to come.  You are in a strong position 
and can have victory in the end.  “Hang on to what you’ve got” – there will not 
be much opportunity to expand your horizons yet, only later, be prudent. 
 
Ten of Rods: 
The feeling of being over-stressed by too many burdens and responsibilities.  
Even though the person does feel overloaded, he carries the responsibilities 
willingly.  Not to worry, the end is in sight and a time for rest is approaching.  
Striving to attain a goal or to maintain a certain position.  If future, it means 
that the person is going to be receiving more responsibilities than previously 
used to. 
 
Knight of Rods: 
I have found this to mean an event 99% of the time.  If it does represent a 
person, the person has exaggerated negative qualities.  They are the King of 
Rods, bad qualities only. 
 
The Event:   
Change of residence, flight, venturing into the unknown, exciting times, 
overseas travel. 
 
Page of Rods: 
Again I have found this to represent an event only. 
 
The Event:   
An indication of an important communication either being made in the past or 
to be made still.  The communication can be in any of a variety of forms from 
verbal to telephonic, letter, telex, telegram etc.  It is of great significance to the 
questioner.   
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The King of Rods: 
At His Best: 
Is warmhearted and idealistic.  He has a clever mind and the ability to dream 
up good ideas.  Lucky he does have the energy to put his ideas into action, 
but unfortunately his impulsive nature often leads him to regret action.  He is 
easily bored and needs continual challenge and mental stimulation, in both 
marriage and career to keep him loyal.  He finds it difficult to plan too far into 
the future.  He is an action man and enjoys activities like sport, etc.  He is 
generous and is a magnetic personality.  A good leader, and excellent sales 
rep.  Cuddly, but proud, he enjoys helping the weak, but does not feel he 
needs help.  He is a better employer than employee. 
 
At His Worst: 
He is rudely arrogant and has a violent temper.  Is vain and is too concerned 
with appearances.  Uses his mind deviously and sometimes illegally.  Is a 
spendthrift and compulsive gambler.  Is attracted to alcohol and is not a loyal 
husband or employee.  He is too stubborn to ever admit to being wrong or too 
proud to apologise. 

- He needs personal freedom to remain at his best. 
 
 
 
The Queen of Rods: 
At Her Best: 
She is extremely charming, socially skilled person, fun loving, a good mother, 
excellent leader, and capable business woman.  She is invariably attractive, 
as looking good is a personal preference.  They are attracted to the limelight 
and choose careers with some form of audience; whether it be a classroom of 
kids, a management committee or a real audience.  They are warm and 
supportive people.  Are proud and strong in stressful situations.  They make 
very good friends as they are unlikely to notice the bad qualities, but rather 
admire what is good in people.  They handle strangers like friends and do not 
take inferior roles unless it is some part of some hidden plan of theirs to bait a 
male. 
 
At her Worst: 
She is vain, too stubborn, impulsive, explosive and totally unpredictable in her 
nature.  Temper can give way to tears, and caresses to blows with uncanny 
speed and regularity.  Easily frustrated and over-sensitive to criticism.  
Egotistical and unwilling to make compromises.  They need to be handled with 
tact by everyone. 
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Rods, Staffs, Batons, Sceptres, Clubs 
 
On a general level:   
Fire is energy.  It is career, exciting times.  Change, travel and growth.  Like 
the twig on a tree, it has purpose and direction and with the fire of life and 
energy, it can blossom and fruit.  All fire cards can do this, especially the ace.  
Sometimes one’s dreams can become burdening with the responsibilities they 
bring (10 rods) or even cause arguments among people (5 rods), but in the 
end the changes they bring (knight rods), no matter how frightening, are 
necessary for the growth of the individual. 
 
In a person: 
This gives a person drive and ambition.  The flames of inspiration and the 
ability to inspire.  It makes a person a generous soul with a compassion for 
the underdog, unfortunately even with this compassion, fire makes a person 
self-important.  This quality can bring out egotism and selfish ruthlessness.  A 
temper that can be violent but that also dies as quickly as it started.  A lover of 
energy and speed and an action person who does what he promises.  A 
person who cannot be tied down and who needs personal freedom in every 
aspect of his life.  Someone who will be confident in the limelight and who will 
easily lead others.  A good salesperson with a vibrant approach to problems.  
Fun to be with socially and a very loyal friend. 
 
Virtues: creativity, enterprise, drive 
Vice:  pride, restlessness, egotism 
Suit:  rods 
Style:  exploding, activating, inspiring 
Jungian: intuition 
Direction: south 
Season: spring 
Images: candles, flames, matches, volcanoes, sunflowers, lions, cats, 

rams, all forms of new growing life, buds, new plants. 
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Coins, Pentacles, Disks, Diamonds 
 
On a General Level: 
Earth is solid and stable.  It represents all that is physical and tangible on the 
earth plane.  It is money and material possessions.  It is security, property and 
inheritance (10 coins).  On the whole it has a quality of being unchangeable 
and is the most difficult to manipulate of all the elements.  You see, it is mostly 
far easier to change your attitude (rods) or emotions (cups) or ideas (swords), 
than it is to change your financial position, or the fact that your house has 
been burgled.  The fruit of the land and the fruits of physical labour.  The 
developing of one’s skills through apprenticeship or study.  The foundations of 
all visible things.  Self-worth and what you value.  Property and your home 
and family.  Generations and tradition.  But mainly, security. 
 
In a Person: 
Makes the person a very stubborn character, reliable and loyal.  It can lead 
the person to be inclined to stick to traditional values and ideas.  The person’s 
greatest problem is his inability to change, and to be open-minded. 
 
Virtues: knowledge, ability, endurance & stability 
 
Vice: stress, anxiety, stubbornness, inability to change, 

possessiveness, greed, materialism 
 
Suit: coin 
 
Style: drying and cracking, materializing, solidifying, crystalising 
 
Jungian: sensation 
 
Direction: north 
 
Season: winter 
 
Images: money, platters, stones, fruits of the earth, crafts, machinery, 

buildings, earth, nature, bulls, cows, goats 
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Queen of Pentacles: 
At Her Best: 
An excellent mother and business woman, reliable wife and friend.  Only if she 
can find both emotional and financial security, can this lady ever reach her 
best.  When these securities are threatened, her worst side is very evident.  
She makes a brilliant hostess and loves catering for social events.  She is 
sensual and emotional, but still determined and stubborn.  She will never give 
up her interests and life for a man or family.  But ironically, when without them, 
is prepared to go to almost any length to get this security.  A family is very 
important to her as well as a separate private life.  She gives most to those 
she loves and is very protective in nature.  Appearance is important as well as 
social standing – she needs acceptance in society.  Domestically she is 
warned never to spoil her children, or to hold to tightly when they begin to 
transform into adults. 
 
At Her Worst: 
Is insanely jealous and possessive.  She hates being away from home for too 
long and therefore does not like long holidays.  She believes herself to be 
indispensable to everyone around her.  Undertaking ever and any task without 
delegating work to others and then complaining of the work load.  Need for 
security makes her greedy and in love with luxury.  She is warned not to hold 
too tightly to husbands and friends if she intends to keep them. 
 
 
Knight of Pentacles: 
There is no need to divide the qualities: 
A man (I have found through experience to be either literally young or young 
in personality development) who is extremely productive.  Slowness in nature 
makes him rather dull and unexciting to mentally quicker people and more 
socially outgoing people.  However, this man possesses a rare quality – he is 
patient, self-motivated, and realistic in every way.  This man plans ahead and 
is persistent until his tasks are complete – no matter how long it takes him to 
complete them.  He is a handyman around the house and is a collector of 
things that are impressive as far as possessions are concerned, e.g. flashy 
cars.  He does not have the sensitivity to appreciate the subtle aesthetics of 
arts nor the emotional sensitivity to be a dreamer or romantic. 
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King of Pentacles: 
At His Best: 
Business man first and last.  Work and money (possessions) is his priority in 
life.  If he is a father and husband, he is reliable and is respected by work 
acquaintances and family.  Very practical, down to earth, with the capacity to 
do things well.  Enjoys intellectually demanding work.  Ambitious, but does not 
always rise to an authoritative position.  This does not hamper his unflagging 
loyalty to those in authority.  Conservative to the last and stable in nature, he 
is inclined to abide to the social conformities in life and to traditions (religious 
or otherwise) laid down by his family.  Neat and a perfectionist in his work, he 
is admired for his reliable work-hard nature.  Passionate but not very romantic 
and inclined to a male chauvinist. 
 
At His Worst: 
Bull-headed and stubborn until you want to kick and scream.  He won’t back 
down if he realises eventually that he is wrong.  Lacks tolerance and 
understanding in emotional matters. 
 
 
Page of Pentacles 
As A Youth: 
“The scholar” – he/she is the learner in life with an unquenchable thirst for 
knowledge about life.  He / she respects knowledge, is practical and diligent.  
Has great powers of insight and capable of quick understanding.  Suffers from 
self-doubt.  Can be too skeptical and cynical, is inclined to blame others for 
mistakes. 
 
As Event: 
Time of study, courses, learning 
Hard work and diligence 
Bursaries and possible scholarship (especially if accompanied by High 
Priestess) 
 
Greatest failing is that he is unwilling to change, no flexibility of attitudes or 
ideas.  Fanatically rigid in his principles, and this can make life difficult for 
acquaintances and family.  Can be dull, mistrustful, resentful of change and 
too rigid in outlook and attitude. 
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The Suit of Coins 
 
Other names for this suit are:  Pentacles and Disks 
 
Ace of Coins: 
New job; great opportunity for money gain and spiritual happiness in 
occupation.  Positive reward for hard work.  Can mean wins through 
speculation and competitions.  Good beginnings bringing financial security.  
Gifts and gold.  Prosperity.  Physical well-being – looking good. 
 
Two of Coins: 
Manipulation of situation that is very tricky.  Person is trying to keep more than 
one proposition alive.  If referring to career can indicate more than one job; if 
marriage, means affairs.  Inevitably the situation can become troublesome 
and bring embarrassing situations. 
 
Three of Coins: 
This is the “work” card and is an indication that the surrounding cards are 
dealing with work.  It shows great skill in trade or job.  Even artistic ability.  
Indicate that the person is a perfectionist in his job and will earn respect and 
fame for efforts.  Recognition.  Can be a sign that a project has just been 
completed and is praised by others.  Sense of achievement. 
 
Four of Coins: 
Person is holding on desperately to what they have already – they feel secure 
in holding on even if they deserve better.  The saying here is “Nothing 
ventured, nothing gained”.  Take risks – they will pay you well.  Apply this to 
anything the questioner holds dear, from money to career, to romance.  Don’t 
be afraid to share, especially if it’s your feelings you need to show. 
 
Five of Coins: 
Material trouble, poverty, misery.  Lost spiritual direction.  Pay attention to 
detail.  Failure, loss of mistress/lover, getting the wrong response from 
someone important, causing you to feel miserable.  Feeling like you have 
been left out in the cold.  The problem is that those who can help have shut 
you out.  Romances and affairs are without deep satisfaction. 
 
Six of Coins: 
Generosity, charity, gifts, material gain, kindness and gratification.  Money for 
all debts will come into the right hands.  Prosperity should be shared. 
 
Seven of Coins: 
“Keep at it” and don’t give up.  This card shows hard work for little reward, 
exhaustion from lack of purpose.  Reward is coming – just wait it out and keep 
up the effort.  Make dreams for the future and work for your goals. 
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Eight of Coins: 
Apprenticeship. “Talent card”.  Person discovers hidden abilities and must 
start to learn about them and put into a career.  Hard work and practical ideas.  
Hint that the person can work and earn through a skill.  Building a new career. 
 
Nine of Coins: 
Thoughts are well controlled, material well-being.  Security and great 
independence.  Being happy single.  One is able to enjoy the good things in 
life.  Accomplishment.  A good time to buy goods for the home. 
 
Ten of Coins: 
The Family.  Stability.  Property deals go very well.  Ancestry, inheritance, 
safety.  Traditions being passed down in a family.  New generation.  Close 
family. 
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Suit of Swords, Blades, Spades 

 
On a General Level 
Air and the sword represents the mind, attitudes, ideas and most of the time 
the mind’s power to rule the person negatively (9 of swords).  The sword is 
very changeable, like ones mind.  The cards of the sword, all invariably have a 
negative effect if not handled very carefully.  The ace I feel is one of the most 
powerful cards in the pack.  After all the mind and one’s attitude are what 
control one’s fate.  If you have a negative attitude you will have a negative life 
and vice versa.  This card negatively to extremes, can show suicidal 
tendencies, whereas positively is the attitude that can conquer all and will 
have certain victory.  The 10 of swords is pain of mind and body, and isn’t it 
true that 75% of illnesses have their origin in the person’s state of mind, that 
the person’s state of mind can in fact influence the person’s recovery rate.  
Are also indicative of a struggle or conflict and point a need to make decisions 
about separation from past attachments. 
 
In a Person: 
Makes the person perceptive, analytical and sometimes hypercritical 
(especially in the king who is air of air).  The personality is generally very 
changeable in nature, and the person can change their minds about 
something very quickly.  It makes the person logical and clever, with a mind 
that is quick and that easily understands others.  A desire within to find the 
truth and a need for discrimination. 
 
Virtues: penetration, courage, strength, truth, justice, organisation 
 
Vices: thoughtlessness, judgemental, sharp-tongued, fear, spite 
 
Suit:  swords 
 
Style: storming, freezing, striving, conceptualizing, communication, 

confronting, cutting through 
 
Jungian: thinking 
 
Direction: east 
 
Season: autumn 
 
Images: clouds, wind, sky, all sharp objects: razors, knives, glass, birds 

of prey and cliffs. 
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The Suit of Swords 

 
Ace of Swords: 
A change in attitude.  This card will bestow great power to the questioner, but 
like a real sword, the questioner will have the choice to use the “mental” 
power to destroy everything positive, or to have victory over an opposition.  If 
to do with health, can indicate surgery and injections; if surrounded by 
negative cards of ending, e.g. Death card, and if persons attitude is weak, it 
can show suicide.  If used positively ensures triumph, love, conquest, initiative 
and determination.  Justice will play an important role here. 
 
Two of Swords: 
A sea of emotion is building up behind the questioner.  The person is unwilling 
to face hard facts and is trying to ignore the problems.  As a result the person 
is tense and in stalemate.  No improvements but no change either.  There is a 
temporary balance but it is filled with insecurity.  Karmic retribution being 
faced by person.  False balance.  Can indicate treachery and false friends if 
accompanied by the Moon or Page of Swords. 
 
Three of Swords: 
This card brings heartache and misery and is normally because of separation 
from what we hold dear.  The separation can be emotional separation but a 
distance is always placed between those involved, eg. child goes to the army 
and is missed by parents, or husband and wife separate to try to save 
relationship.  This card does promise improvement, and although things seem 
terribly gloomy the saying here is “The darkest hour is before dawn”.  Tears as 
a result of a flash of understanding – and the truth often hurts.  Sorrow is 
pulled into perspective.  Delays.  Difficulties can be overcome if faced 
honestly and worked with.  Absence, removal. 
 
Four of Swords: 
A period of seclusion and rest which allows person the time and opportunity 
for full emotional and/or physical recovery.  Recuperation, exile, retreat.  Time 
to think and “take a break”. 
 
Five of Swords: 
The questioner is trying to do the impossible.  Tell him / her not to take on too 
much, tell him / her to accept that they have limits and are not superhumans 
who can achieve the unattainable.  They need to give up fighting and must 
proceed in a new direction.  Those repetitive problems are never going to go 
away. 
 
Six of Swords: 
Travel, a journey, usually over water.  Person is making a headstrong attempt 
to overcome his/her problems, and they will.  The person, as a result of his 
own efforts will move away from the stormy seas to calmer waters.  The 
turning point for a person.  Release of anxiety and stress. 
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Seven of Swords: 
Need of prudence, subtlety and evasion.  Be diplomatic and charming, not 
blunt and frank in your manner.  Biggest “red flag” in deck.  Warning of deceit.  
Be careful of deceit and be taken for a ride (“used” and “misused”) or cheated.  
Also you need to stay with the truth.  Or you are cheating on someone (can be 
active or passive). 
 
Eight of Swords: 
The person is afraid of moving and doing anything.  They feel trapped in a bad 
stagnant position, but fear alteration.  Sickness, criticism and imprisonment.  
To get out one must be courageous, otherwise one can be paralysed by fear 
forever. 
 
Nine of Swords: 
Misery and worry, despair and suffering BUT the person is exaggerating the 
worry and making mountains out of molehills.  They must be more realistic 
because their excessive worry can make things worse.  This card can indicate 
miscarriages.  Person is not sleeping well.  Sense of impending doom but 
again it is not that bad – they will recover. 
 
Ten of Swords: 
Being stabbed in the back by a friend or colleague.  Great anxiety and worry.  
Possible pain in the vital nervous system e.g. back.  Ruin of plans, misfortune 
and destruction.  Forced change, not wished for by the questioner but brought 
about by other person’s desires.  Hard Times. 
 
King of Swords: 
At His Best: 
He is extremely authoritative, usually always in a position of power.  He is very 
clever, logical, detached and self-possessed.  In business he is as serious as 
in most areas of life.  His mind is over-active and continually in the analytical 
mode which can make an excellent scientist, statistician, etc. He is a 
perfectionist and is rarely happy with the outcome of anything.  Always 
involved in a new interest, he finds a new hobby, job, etc. to occupy his mind 
and ignore his body or spirit.  He is a cold man who is difficult to get along 
with, even at his best. 
 
At His Worst: 
Ruthless and without sympathy in business – not because he works for 
money, but because he works for power.  Power excites him and his over-
active mind needs almost too much challenge.  He remains a king of swords 
at home and cannot be regarded as a very warm father or husband.  He is a 
serious man and is prone to worry and to endless second thoughts.  He is 
crafty and has few friends.  He can be over-cautious and wasteful of energy.  
Be warned this man is suspicious of everyone and trusts few.  What is ironic is 
that you should be suspicious of him because he is capable of deceit and of 
hurting his friends and family in pursuit of his career.  He should be wary of 
health-related nervous disorder. 
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Queen of Swords: 
I found that it was not adequate to have the negative and positive attributes of 
this lady’s character placed separately.  This card invariably is not  permanent 
character significator – rather like the queen of cups, it can show that and 
event has changed the personality for a period of time. 
She is commonly referred to in tarot circles as “The Black Widow”.  Reason: 
she is alone and trying to deal with the grief of a broken relationship (whether 
broken by death, divorce or separation can be determined by other cards). 
If this lady happens to be married still, this card indicates that she is having to 
deal with something by herself, and is receiving no help – she can handle it 
quite well, but feels sadness because of the isolation. 
Remarkably, this lady can keep her wits about her and has chosen a way to 
deal with her suffering alone.  She has not lost her objectivity or foresight, her 
only danger is if she slips into self-pity.  She speaks her mind; this is good and 
bad: good, because she is not ashamed of how she feels, and bad because 
she can be malicious and spiteful.  A chatterbox at times, which can be 
irritating.  She must try to stay balanced and be truthful to others and herself. 
 
Knight of Swords: 
I have found that this either represents a young man’s personality or the 
questioner’s attitude concerning something. 
 
If Young Man: 
He is an idealist, an excitable young man with a tendency to be unrealistic.  
He is optimistic but inclined to place his expectations in life unreasonably high.  
The result of this is that he is often disappointed (even by himself) at his 
disillusionment.  It is this unrealistically high set of expectations that often 
leads him to unintentionally hurt partners and family.  He might even have 
unreasonable wishes of being perfect himself.  A keen sense of humour and 
socially he is the ideal party-goer.  He must just beware of a temper with a 
tendency to violence.  He lacks responsibility for mundane matters and lacks 
self-discipline.  Can be a nightmare adolescent. 
 
If Attitude of Questioner: 
Brave and ready to take daring risks, ready for drastic action and changes 
with optimism.  Spontaneous gamble. 
 
Page of Swords: 
 
If a Child: 
A difficult child to reach.  He / she distrusts emotions.  Very practical and will 
probably grow to work with the material plane – architect, city planner, etc.  He 
/ she will do little in life without thinking first.  Consequently later relationships 
are shallow. 
 
If Event: 
Beware of lies and definite deception.  Be suspicious and wary of little details.  
Indicates hidden lies and treacherous plans. 
 
 


